The Shettleston Community Growing Project is
an initiative by residents and representatives
from various organisations in the Shettleston
and Tollcross area who came together towards
the end of 2009 with the shared purpose of
developing a derelict area of ground as a
community allotment site.
The SCGP site comprises two adjacent areas, one of
which is owned by Shettleston Housing Association and
the other by Glasgow City Council, and which together
total 2,071 square metres. The 1,225 square metre
section owned by Shettleston Housing Association could
not be developed for housing due to adverse ground
conditions and was contained within the register of
vacant/derelict sites in Glasgow.
In March 2010, the SCGP was awarded over £172,000
from the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund
to establish the project. Glasgow City Council
contributed a further £18,700. Construction works
commenced at the end of August and were completed at
the end of December.
The SCGP is unlike a traditional allotment since it offers
users raised beds, which the group has named ‘growing
spaces’. This system is ideal for urban areas where
ground contamination prevents direct digging into the
soil. It is also well suited to gardening novices, people
with disabilities and children, all of whom might find the

conventional
allotment plot too
daunting.
The SCGP site has
50 growing spaces
for individual and
group use, communal
fruit beds, seven hot
houses, a wildflower
meadow and a communal area
for workshops and open days. The beds
have been constructed using top quality, sustainable
Scottish larch, which has an estimated lifespan of over
20 years. Elsewhere, recycled timber has been used for
the shelter area, which also has a green roof that collects
rainwater, transferring it into recycled whisky barrels
where 8000 litres can be utilised for irrigating the beds.
The site even has a composting toilet!
The Climate Challenge Fund award has also paid for a
part-time project officer to provide users with practical
assistance and advice on food growing and also on wider
carbon reduction issues and energy saving measures
they can adopt in their own lives and homes. It is
estimated that the carbon savings for the project through
food growing, composting and through the promotion of
carbon reduction lifestyles will amount to 1.286 tonnes
per year and so play a part in the global effort to tackle
climate change.

A new Food Miles Resource Pack, also
funded through the Climate Challenge
Fund, has been created in
collaboration with the two local
primary schools who have been
involved in the project from the
start – Wellshot Primary and St.
Paul’s Primary. The pack, which links directly to the
Curriculum for Excellence, teaches children about the
environmental cost of transporting food and the
importance of growing, eating or buying local, seasonal
produce. It is now available to schools throughout
Glasgow.
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Two clients of Glasgow City Council’s Accord Centre, who
have mild learning difficulties, worked on the site parttime, learning new skills in hard and soft landscaping
and grounds maintenance. The Accord Centre is also
providing ongoing maintenance to the site.

The SCGP is grateful to the Climate Challenge Fund and
to its development staff at Keep Scotland Beautiful for
the assistance they have provided over the past 12
months. We also acknowledge the substantial
contribution of staff from Shettleston Housing
Association and Glasgow City Council’s Development and
Regeneration Services.
For the Food Miles Pack we are indebted to teaching staff
from Wellshot and St. Mark’s Primary Schools whose
hard work and vision have made this resource now
available to 146 primary schools in Glasgow.
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